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1911 defeat" It was said afterwards that the word"large" and the
Age68 reference to "any possible combination" were what influenced
a considerable number of the waverers, If so, these waverers
judged rightly, for the notion that the Government was bluing
was an illusion and a dangerous one, That the King would have
been reluctant to create a larger number than would be necessary
to effect the object in view may be taken for granted, but con-
sidering the temper of the House of Lords as revealed in these
debates and the possibility of further action by its Die-hards and
their uncalled reserves, a Government which wished to make sure
of the result could not have advised a small creation, There has
survived among Asquith's papers a list of those whom he had
intended to approach, if the necessity had arisen, to permit their
names to be submitted to the King, This is printed in an Appendix
to this chapter, It has now merely a curious interest, but it may help
the reader to judge how far it was in Asquith's mind to lower the
status and personnel of the House of Lords, as was often alleged
in the heat of this controversy, It should of course be borne in
mind that none of those who are on this list were approached or
even knew that thoy were likely to be approached, and how many
of them would have been willing to take up the task proposed
for them must remain a speculation.